64                         A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

mour of the people, but used all possible stratagem
and art to delude and impose upon them.

To this purpose, they soon mixed their religion
and their magic together; their philosophy and their
idolatry were made assistant to the general fraud,
and to raise a due veneration in the minds of the
people: to this or that particular tale advanced by
their priests, they brought always along with them
some extraordinary revelation from the gods, some
wonderful discovery in nature, or something strange
and miraculous.

How strangely does religious enthusiasm keep
its hold of mankind, and how exactly do past things
and present correspond ! As the end is the same,
so are the means : pious frauds got ground from
the beginning, and pious frauds get ground to the
end. As no cheats are so fatal as those which
come prefaced with introductions of religion, so no
cheats are so easy to prevail, so soon make impres-
sions upon the people, or stamp those impressions
deeper.

The priests among the Egyptians, when they
turned magicians, (or rather, I should have said,
the magicians, when they turned priests,) set up
for revelation, inspiration, and a conversation with
their gods ; and for this purpose they withdrew into
the deserts and wastes, of which the country is
known to be full; and where to their glory (shame)
be it spoken, the religious of the Romish church
played the same game over again, some ages
afterward.

Hither the Egyptian priests, I say, retired for
conversation with their gods, from whence they
were sure to come back inspired, that is to say,
filled with some new delusion to impose upon the
people. Here they cut sacred marks upon the
trees, and then brought them back as the Ian-